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Seeking reviewers to the ends of the earth 

Verity Warne, Wiley 
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74% 
of researchers feel that 
peer review improves  
the quality of their 
published paper  

PRC Survey 2016 

82% 
of researchers 

agreed that without 
peer review there is 

no control in 
scientific 

communication  

PRC Survey 2016 



Manuscript 
tracking  

Follow your manuscript 
through the production 
process  

Did you know?  
Wiley publishes around 160,000 articles a year representing  
1.7 million pages.  

30 million  
researcher hours  
spent reviewing 
papers in 2013  
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31% 
of researchers 

disagreed that the 
current peer review 
system is the best 

we can achieve  

PRC Survey 2016 

33% 
of researchers agree 
that peer review in 
journals needs a 
complete overhaul  

PRC Survey 2016 



Recruiting  
reviewers  

#1 pain point  
for editors  

On average we invite 4.5 reviewers   

in order to get 2 completed  
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Increase the pool 

28% 
of researchers feel peer 

review is unsustainable 

because there are too few 

willing reviewers 
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Concept of reviewer commons 

Who is bearing the 
review burden?  
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% of submissions vs reviews 
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Who says yes?  
 
 

61% 
China  

46% 
USA 

 
Median review invitation 
acceptance rates:  



Average number  of 

articles reviewed 

per month 2 
China: 20% 

USA: 38% 

 

% decline because  
too busy  


